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Community Comes Out for Kerry

By Mary Damiano
Entertainment Editor
MaryD@OurIndependent.com

Hundreds of members of the gay
community eager to promote a change
in government gathered at the Miami
Beach home of Amazing Race winner
Chip Arndt July 31 to show their sup-
port for presidential nominee John
Kerry.

Guests paid $75 each to drink, dine
on hors d’oeuvres, and be entertained
by local star Maryel Epps and Broad-
way actor Malcolm Gets.

Arndt’s home was decorated for the
fundraiser with balloons and posters
touting Kerry for president.  Another
sign mimicked the NBC TV show The
Apprentice and bore the words George
W. Bush: You’re Fired.

Epps got the entertainment portion
of the evening started by singing the
national anthem, before rushing off to
sing “Happy Birthday” to a friend.

Gets, a Tony-nominated actor also

Gay Community Gathers for Kerry
Amazing Race Star Opens Home for Fundraiser

known for his role on the TV series
Caroline in the City, sang three songs,
including a song written by playwright
and Ironworks Gym owner David Sex-
ton.  The song lyrics, which depict
George W. Bush’s presidency as a bad
reality series, were penned by Sexton;

KERRY continues  on page 28

Broadway actor Malcolm Gets and
Amazing Race winner Chip Arndt.

Photo by Mary Pankiewicz

By Michael James
Editor-In-Chief
MJames@OurIndependent.com

As millions of Americans watched
the Democratic National Convention on
July 29, a local group gathered at Ham-
burger Mary’s to watch as John Kerry
accepted the nomination as candidate
for President of the United States.

The event was organized in part by
the Dolphin Democratic Caucus, a lo-
cal gay political group. Michael Albetta,
president of the group, stated that over
130 people turned out to listen to
Kerry’s speech and to write checks.

“People are finally saying ‘enough
is enough,’” he said. He also stated that
the crowd was a broad blend of gay and
straight alike. “This election is uniting
people across all boundaries.” It was a
theme reflected in Kerry’s speech.

Kerry started by saying, “We are
here... because we love our country. We
are proud of what America is and what
it can become....”

Albetta said, “His speech was pre-
cise, to the point and touched every race,
creed, color and sexual orientation of
the American people; senior citizens,
youth, the medically needy — every-
one.”

Doug White, community activist,
president of the South Florida Social
Circle and member of the Dolphin
Democrats, said that before the speech
he was still uncertain of Kerry. “I
thought I was just going to be the good

Democrat, go into the booth and pull the
lever,” he said. “But, when I heard him,
I realized that this is the man that will
bring trust back to Washington, D.C. and
restore America’s luster, which has been
greatly tarnished by the Bush adminis-
tration.”

White, a veteran, made his distrust
for President Bush clear, stating, “When
people join the military they join to pro-
tect our country — our way and life, not
the the private agenda of a single man...
I just don’t understand how people can

Local Gathering Reflects the Wide Appeal of Democratic Nominee

NOMINEE continues  on page 8

A Successful Local
Event in Good Taste
About two dozen area restaurants
participated in the Taste of Oakland
Park and Wilton Manors, which was
designed to give visitors to the two
cities a taste of what each city has to
offer, and to let residents know about
the culinary gems right in their own
backyards.

Key West Event Draws
National Crowd
Palm Beach County resident Jeff

Madden is re-
ceiving national
praise lately, for
something that
began as a
hobby. Madden
is the organizer

behind the annual Key West Poz
Event — a social gathering of HIV-
positive gay men held each year in
Key West.

The Sol Theatre
has become
known for its edgy
productions, cho-
sen by founder and
artistic director
Robert Hooker.
With the Sol’s lat-
est production,
Naomi Wallace’s In the Heart of
America, Hooker takes his audience
on a journey through love and war and
politics to a place where there are no
easy answers.

Sol Finds Success
with Gay Plays
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Sunset off Key West near Mallory Square  Photo By Paul Harris
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TRAVEL SPECIAL

By Andrew Stephens
Palm Beach Editor

AStephens@OurIndependent.com

When Palm Beach County resident,
Paul Lisker, talks about his recent travel
to Thailand, his face seems to light up.
“There were incredible things around
every corner. All your senses were be-
ing hit. You would see a group of young
children dressed in the saffron robes of
monks, playing with other children; or
stumble upon an orchid market; smell the
lemon grass cooking and the incense burn-
ing. Then you’d turn your head and see
shiny gold temples that look like they are
up in heaven. It was spectacular.”

Lisker has been planning this Thai-
land trip for almost all of his life, he
says. “My older brother was in the Peace
Corps in Thailand in the 60’s and 70’s,
so he told us many wonderful stories. I
would run around the house wearing the
sarongs that he had brought home; eat-
ing Thai food; and dreaming about the
place in the photos that he had taken.
So I knew since I was very little that
someday I would visit Thailand.”

When it was announced that the 2004
International AIDS Conference would be
held in Bangkok, Lisker, who is an HIV/
AIDS caseworker for Compass in West
Palm Beach, knew that the time had ar-
rived for his dream adventure.

“Be prepared for a long trip, how-
ever,” warns Lisker. “It took 26 hours
to fly from Miami to San Francisco to
Tokyo to Bangkok — even longer to
come back.” But beyond that, he sug-

gests that visitors plan to return with
more belongings that what they brought.
“Bring an empty suitcase, because the
bargains there are incredible! My mod-
est hotel room was just $15 a night. I
took a tuk-tuk ride (3-wheeled motor-
ized tricycles providing tourists with
white-knuckle rides through congested
streets), and must admit that I got ripped
off a little. I paid 150 baht for a ride that
should have been 40 baht. But then
again, the difference was only $2, so
who is quibbling?”

And Lisker said that he felt very safe
everywhere he went, just by taking nor-
mal precautions. “I never felt threatened
or intimidated. The Thai people are so
friendly.” He relates a story of when he

got a little sidetracked, and worried if
he might have trouble finding his way
back. “But I found a guy who spoke a
little English, who actually got on the
bus with me, helped guide me, and even
tried to give me a little tour narration
along the way. He just really went out
of his way to help.”

Bangkok can be noisy and crowded,
just like any metropolis. But the strong
cultural influences on daily life make
the city unique. “There is no separation
of church and state, so you will see
things like a Buddha statue on the front
of a CitiBank.” Lisker says his favorite
Bangkok destination is the Grand Pal-
ace — a large group of glittering royal
buildings, which began construction
over 300 years ago. Located on
Rattanakosin Island along the Chao Phrya
River, it is also the sight of the spectacu-
lar main temple, Wat Phra Kaew, which
houses the Emerald Buddha — Thailand’s
most-revered cultural icon.

“The trip to Thailand was really a
great way to recharge batteries,” says
Lisker. “For those of us with our face
buried in our piece of the AIDS puzzle,
it was refreshing to step away and see
the big picture. It is clear that no matter
if the delegates were from Thailand,
Uzbekistan, India or West Palm Beach,
many of the issues are the same.” From
Lisker’s personal perspective, “It was a
trip of a lifetime. A dream come true.”

For more information on presenta-
tions from the Thai AIDS Conference,
visit the web site: www.aids2004.org.

Thailand: One Man’s Dream Come True

by Paul Johnson
365Gay.com Newscenter
Washington Bureau Chief

Washington — Less than 24 hours af-
ter John Kerry officially became the
nominee of the Democratic Party and
called for a campaign of ideals rather
than the wedge issue of gay marriage
President Bush was on the campaign
trail assailing “activist judges.”

In a stump speech in Springfield
Missouri, Bush told GOP supporters that
“Our conviction that every life matters
and every life counts will not change.
Our belief in liberty and opportunity and
the non-negotiable demands of human
dignity will not change.”

He continued: “We stand for insti-
tutions like marriage and family, which
are the foundations of society. We stand
for a culture of life in which every per-
son matters and every person counts. We
stand for judges who strictly and faith-
fully interpret the law, instead of legis-
lating from the bench. And we will work
together to build a culture of responsi-
bility. The culture of this country is
changing from one that has said, if it
feels good, just go ahead and do it, and,
if you’ve got a problem, blame some-
body else, to a culture in which each of
us understands that we’re responsible
for the decisions we make in life.

On July 29, in his acceptance speech
in Boston, Kerry called on Bush to aban-
don attacks on gay families. “In the
weeks ahead, let’s be optimists, not just
opponents,” he said. “Let’s build unity
in the American family, not angry divi-
sion. Let’s honor this nation’s diversity;
let’s respect one another; and let’s never
misuse for political purposes the most
precious document in American history,
the Constitution of the United States.”

GOP sources say the President has
no intention of dropping the marriage
issue believing his call for a constitu-
tional amendment to ban gay marriage
is resonating with voters.

©365Gay.com® 2004

NATIONAL NEWS

Bush Ignores Kerry
Call Not To Use
Gay Marriage As
Campaign Issue

In Thailand“you would see a group of young children dressed in the saffron robes
of monks, playing with other children... then you’d turn your head and see shiny
gold temples,” says Paul Lisker.

Drew
By Andrew Stephens
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TRAVEL SPECIAL

By Andrew Stephens
Palm Beach Editor

AStephens@OurIndependent.com

Adonal Chaves Hernandez lived
in West Palm Beach and Fort Lauder-
dale for nearly 14 years, before re-
turning home to Costa Rica last fall.

“I love South Florida,” he says.
“But in my mind, there is no more
beautiful place in the world than my
country.”

Only 1,000 miles away and about
$250 air fare from Miami, Costa Rica
is a perfect destination for the nature-
lover.

Ricardo Brennes is a gay travel
agent, based in Costa Rica. He notes
that the whole country is about the
same size as Florida – you could drive
from the Caribbean Sea to the Pacific
Coast in a single day. But packed into
that small size is incredible diversity.
“We have dry flatlands that look like
Texas,” says Brennes.

“And we have rain-soaked for-
ests,  sun-drenched white-sand
beaches, and lava-blackened active
volcanoes — all within a day trip
of each other.”

More than one-quarter of Costa
Rica’s land area is protected by the
government, which provides the
visitor ample opportunity to see di-
verse wildlife, such as monkeys,
sloths, caimans, sea turtles, and
brightly-colored birds in their natu-
ral habitat.

Gay Nightlife

in the Big City
Of course, some will also

want to see the wildlife of a
big city. And for that, all roads
lead to the capital of San José.
It can be congested and noisy,
but San José also offers gay
nightclubs, shops, hotels and
restaurants. There are plenty
of tranquil parks, neighbor-
hoods, museums and theaters
to get away from the hubbub
when visitors need a break.

Although high-end luxury
hotels dot the city, most of the
cheaper hotels and eateries are west of
Calle Central, between Avenidas 1 and 2.
Barrio Amon has a number of gay-owned
or gay-friendly hotels, such as Joluva,
Colours and Keokoldi. But in this writer’s
opinion, the real pleasures of Costa Rica
are to be found outside of the capital.

Visitors will find excellent surfing at
Tamarindo, Dominical and Jacó beaches.
Windsurfers consider Laguna de Arenal
to be among the best locations in the
world. You can even go cave-exploring
at Barra Honda Park. But my personal fa-
vorite is whitewater rafting on the Pacuare
or Reventazón rivers. Imagine the adrena-
line pumping as you bravely face walls
of white churning water — all the while
screaming like a big ol’ queen!

For those with relaxation in mind,
consider the laid-back Caribbean flavor
of Costa Rica’s East Coast. Or wind your
way along scenic mountain paths until you

discover the nearly-hidden oasis of the
Monteverde Cloud Forest. Listen to
howler monkeys and watch flocks of scar-
let macaws fly overhead, while enjoying
a picnic lunch in the rain forest. You can
witness the power of Arenal, one of the
world’s most-active volcanoes, and then
soak in the relaxing waters of the nearby
hot springs. And for going completely
“natural,” try the discreetly-nude beach
at Playita in Manuel Antonio.

Just how ‘Friendly’

is Costa Rica?
Acting “appropriately” is the key to

enjoying a romantic trip in Costa Rica.
Whether you bring a partner or meet one
there, Brennes suggests that you just keep
in mind that it is a Latin-American coun-
try. “You can openly say ‘I am gay’ and
nobody will point at you for that. But two

men or two women kissing
on their lips in the street is
not fully accepted yet.”
And if you are planning a
trip strictly for sex, you
might want to consider go-
ing elsewhere.

“There was a Fort
Lauderdale company that
advertised in the gay
HotSpots! Magazine last
January, promoting sex
tours involving children.”
recalls Hernandez. “And it
infuriated many Costa
Ricans.

Church leaders here
tried to paint it as a gay issue, but the
government rightly pointed out that it
was not [since the ad referred to both
boys and girls]. Other than that, the
Ticos are a peaceful, welcoming, and
open-minded people.”  Brennes con-
curs. “We have many gay visitors to our
country, and I think pretty much every-
one has been treated well.”

“Pura Vida!”
When it comes to a travel destination

that features luxurious accommodations;
warm and friendly people; thrilling adven-
ture activities; relaxing beaches; and stun-
ning natural beauty – all in a gay-friendly
environment – you will be hard-pressed
to find anywhere more perfect than Costa
Rica. As the Ticos say, “Pura Vida!” The
pure life!

For travel information, contact
Ricardo Brennes at www.aratours.com.

Taking a Look at the Gay Side of Costa Rica

Sunset on the coast of Costa Rica

Drew
By Andrew Stephens
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needed and is satisfied. Another group
member, Ted, is also very outgoing and
finds sexual partners even though he
doesn’t want to have a relationship. He
is also a very open person.

There are real obstacles that HIV

     TWO MINDS

 continued from page 19
presents in dating such as the affects of
our appearance and fears of disclosure.
There are also money problems and de-
pressive disorders, for which medicine
and counseling are available. Sexual
dysfunction can also be treated with
medication and counseling. Add to this
fatigue and low energy levels and you
have a difficult formula. At the same

By Andrew Stephens
Palm Beach Editor

AStephens@OurIndependent.com

When you think of wildlife, does the
latest nightclub
opening or cir-
cuit party come
to mind? Or do
your thoughts go
toward the four-
legged variety?

If you enjoy
spending your
day floating
down a gentle
river, surrounded
by mangrove
trees and the crit-
ters that live in
them, then maybe you should consider
a trip up north near Hobe Sound, to
Jonathon Dickinson State Park.

While this is not a “gay destina-
tion,” per se, (in fact you will not see a
mirrored disco ball for miles), there is

no reason that gay and lesbian visitors
would not have a thoroughly enjoyable
time here, mixing with the other couples
and visitors. Located on Federal High-
way between Jupiter and Stuart, the park
boats over 11,000 acres of land for

camping, canoeing,
hiking and bicy-
cling, picnicking,
fresh and saltwater
fishing and guided
tours of the
Loxahatchee River.

The hot sum-
mer months are the
perfect time to try
canoeing or
kayaking on this
beautiful river.
Some 10 miles of
this black-water

stream wind through the park, from a
cypress and hickory forest at the head-
waters near Indiantown Road, to a man-
grove wilderness as you approach the
park’s picnic area and boat ramp. On a
recent trip, our small group rented a boat

for a several-hour cruise down the river,
spotting alligators, osprey, herons, and
dozens of turtles. And yes, we also spot-
ted a gay couple from Orlando, and a
lesbian woman from Lake Worth — we
really are everywhere, aren’t we?

Early weekdays offer a chance to
avoid both the crowds and the thunder-
showers, and birds and wildlife — of
the winged and 4-legged variety —
should be much more viewable. Con-
tact the Park Office at 772.546.2771, or
visit their web site at
w w w. f l o r i d a s t a t e p a r k s . o r g /
jonathandickinson for more informa-
tion.

time, there are people who, because of
personality or attitude, do overcome
these problems and date and maintain
long-term relationships. There are no
simple answers to these problems, but
we hope discussing real peoples’ expe-
riences helps shed light on the issues.

Let us hear your thoughts on this
issue at OfTwoMinds@hotmail.com.

Jungle Queens: Wildlife without the Disco
A Trip to Jonathon Dickinson State Park Near Hobe Soundeffort.” There will also be a silent auc-

tion during the event.
Tuesday’s Angels is reaching out to

the community for corporate and indi-
vidual sponsors to help defray the costs
of entertainment, food, beverages, deco-
rations, and other costs. They are also
currently seeking items for the silent
auction.

Those who would like to be part of
the event should contact event co-chairs
David Johnson (954.567.2052) and
Steven Helpern (954.316.1400)  or
email Chuck Nicholls at
Canick@aol.com.

More Information

Fort Lauderdale Museum of Art
One Las Olas Blvd
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
954.525.5500, Fax: 954.524.6011
www.moafl.org/diana/index.htm.

Tuesday’s Angels
2545 East Sunrise Boulevard
PMD 139
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33304
953 566-7686
www.tuesdaysangels.org/

     DIANA

 continued from page 5

I'm ashamed at the gay community.
We are hypocrites. We preach diversity,
tolerance and acceptance, and fight
against the conservative right for our
rights. Then we turn around and deny
them to others in our community, just
because we have different views on re-
lationships, sex and gender.

If I had a dollar for every time I have
heard a story about a bisexual, transgen-
der or transsexual member of our com-
munity being discriminated against by
others in the GLBT community, I would
be able to put myself through college.

Most recently, I heard a story of a
husband and wife who were thrown out
of a gay establishment because the bi-
sexual man put his arm around his
wife when she leaned on him because
she was tired. The bartender came up to
them twice, telling him that he couldn't
show affection to his wife because
someone had complained. The man
though he was joking, but explained to
the bartender that he is bisexual.

The bartender then came back (the
third time) and told them that he would
be forced to ask them to leave. The man
then left with his wife and discussed the

incident with his gay friends. He never
received a formal apology from the bar-
tender or the owner of the club. He heard
indirectly that the owner was sorry about
the incident, but the owner was given
legal advice not to apologize because
that would be an admission of guilt.

The gentleman even told me, “To
this day I still hesitate to hold my wife's
hand or show her attention when around
large groups of gay people.” This event
happened almost 10 years ago.

I have also heard the reactions of
several “diverse” gay guys. “He’ll just
leave me for a girl” and “Eww!!! Why
would I want to suck on something that
has been in a p@##y?” are just a couple.

This hatred and adversity forces bi-
sexuals to live a double life and con-
tinue to stay in the closet. One person I
know is still closeted. He has worked
at making a name for himself as a gay
male, but is afraid to tell others that he
is bisexual due to the adversity or bi-
phobia within in the gay community.

Bisexuals get the same results in the
straight community as well. I have heard
stories of girls saying, “I don't want to
have anything to do with a guy who has

f**ked another guy.”
Girls have it a little easier. In today’s

culture it seems to be cool to be a bi-
sexual girl in her early teens. They can
play with other girls and not get all the
harassment that guys get when they play
with other guys. The thought of two
girls going at it even seems to be a
straight guy’s fantasy. It also gives them
the hope that they will be able to join
in.

I thought we were all fighting for
unity in the community?

Then comes the next display of ad-
versity in our community. There are
men who are born in a woman's body
and women who are born in a man's
body.

Being a transgender or transsexual
person is a traumatic experience, many
times from birth. Most trans persons
first have the trauma of coming out as
gay or lesbian, which is another lie to
protect who they really are. Then they
have to continue through the trauma of
coming out as being trans. This process
is harder than coming out as gay or les-
bian, because they not only have to ex-
plain who they are to the straight com-

munity that knows them as being the
same gender as their sex, but also have
to explain it to their friends and peers
in the gay community as well. They con-
tinuously have to explain the difference
between sex and gender and just hope
that the person will get an inkling of
what is going on.

Once again, I have heard many
comments ranging from “I want a man
who is a man,” to “If I wanted to marry
a woman, I would have.”

 I think that most of the adversity
that bi and trans persons face is due to
fear of the unknown. Does that sound
familiar?

Before we go judging others for
what they think, we need to judge our-
selves for what we think. Sure, every-
one has the right to their own opinion
and the right to free speech. On the same
note, we do not have the right to im-
pose beliefs on others that we don't fully
embrace ourselves.

My heart goes out to those who have
been wrongly judged by people who
haven't taken the time to get to know a
person for who they are, instead of what
a small part of them happens to be.

Are We Hypocrites?
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By Andrew Stephens

Drew
with

Drew


Drew
here,

Drew
canoeing,




